
	 	 


Jesus is praying for us 
“Jesus, Our Great High Priest” 

Priest - One who mediates 

The priests were responsible for making intercession daily to God for the people. 
This intercession was accomplished both through spoken prayer and sacrifice. Among 
all the Levitical Priests, one was selected as the High Priest, and he entered into the 
Most Holy Place once a year on the Day of Atonement to place the blood of the sacrifice 
on the Ark of the Covenant (Hebrews 9:7). By these daily and yearly sacrifices, the sins 
of the people were temporarily covered until the Messiah came to take away their sins. 

When Jesus is called our High Priest, like the Levitical priests, Jesus offered a sacrifice 
to satisfy the Law of God when He offered Himself for our sins (Hebrews 7:26-27).  

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has 
no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and 
then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up 
himself. Heb. 7:26-27 

Unlike the Levitical priests, who had to continually offer sacrifices, Jesus only had to 
offer His sacrifice once, gaining eternal redemption for all who come to God through 
Him (Hebrews 9:12).  

12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. Heb. 9:12  

A Perfect Priest, Offered a Perfect Sacrifice, Making us Perfect before God.  

One other important point about Jesus' priesthood; every priest is appointed from 
among men. Jesus, though God from eternity, became a man in order to suffer death 
and serve as our High Priest (Hebrews 2:9). 

As a man, He was subject to all the weaknesses and temptations that we are, so that 
He could personally relate to us in our struggles (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus is greater than 
any other priest, so He is called our “Great High Priest” in Hebrews 4:14, and that gives 
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us the boldness to come “unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 KJV). 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Heb. 4:14-16 

Jesus is Our Great High Priest - and we have the recorded prayer of the Eternal 
High Priest before He goes to the cross. 

The reason I want to go through this is to encourage us to pray scripture. Our prayer 
lives need to match the themes of the word, and what better place to look than Jesus’ 
prayer life. What if our prayers were aligned to the prayers of Jesus? I guarantee Your 
prayers will be answered.  

In James 4, James is warning the church about worldliness and he also was aware that 
worldiness has crept into their prayer life.  

“You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” James 4:1-3 

If I spend time in prayer, I don’t want my prayer life to be wasted. I want to receive. I 
want to pray the Bible. I want to seek first the kingdom of heaven, and then all these 
things will be added to me.  This is the easiest way to align ourselves with God’s will, 
praying the bible. Jesus is already praying for us! Jesus has dreams and desires for 
you. Do you want to know what they are and start walking in them? Start to ask for 
them!  

Jesus’ “high priestly prayer” (John 17) is only about 650 words. It takes only 3 
minutes and 30 seconds to read it aloud. But it will take all eternity for us to fully 
understand it! 

17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since 
you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 
that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had with you before the world existed.” 
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(1) Lift me up so that I can make you great. He is saying, “Give me the Glory I 
once had, but now as a man, and I will make you great and bring many others 
into this Glory so that they can make you great.” 

 (2) Jesus is also longing to be glorified so that we may know Him through the  
Holy Spirit, and experience eternal life. Abundant life now and abundant life then.  
John 17:3 

 (3) Jesus is aware of the Glory He will receive again after the cross, yet He  
prays for it. Daniel was aware of Jeremiah’s 70 year prophecy being fulfilled that  
the Jews would be free from Babylon and go back to the Land, yet he fasts and  
prays for God to do it. We might be aware of that which God has called us to,  
but are we asking God to do it? Maybe You have received a prophetic word,  
but You are not asking for it. You get your blessings, but you have to fight  
for Your inheritance.  

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that 
I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.” (Christ 
owns you) Phil. 3:12 

Jesus prays for His Apostles 

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world.”  

(1) The Name is more than a name. Jesus manifested the character and nature of 
God in the world. The name conveys the nature and essence of the thing named. It 
represents the history and reputation of the being named. 

(2) When we see Jesus, we see the Lord God gracious, and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and abounding in love. Every person that came to Him for healing was 
healed.  

(3) We also see that God is jealous to remove Hypocrisy and Unbelief. Making the 
House of God, that should be a House of prayer, a market place.  

“Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the 
words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. 
I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 



Father, keep them (by the Power NLT, Protect them by the power, NKJV through 
your name, in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given 
me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 14 I have given them your word (Logos), and the world has hated them 
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.15 I do not ask that you 
take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.16 They are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world.”  

(1) The Father’s name has been given to Jesus. Jesus fully displayed the nature and 
character of the Father. The prayer of “keep them in Your name” means that Jesus is 
praying for us to be kept in the nature and character of the Father. He wants us to 
reflect the Father’s nature on earth just like He reflected the Father’s nature.  

(2) Keep - To attend to carefully, take care of 

(a) A Good Father takes care of His children with zeal. The Father wants to 
lead us the way He lead His Son. He wants to speak to us they way He 
spoke to His Son. He wants to heal others through us the way He healed 
through His Son. He wants us to love Him and love others the way He loves 
his Son. 

(b) Jesus was not thrown off a cliff in Luke or stoned in John or persecuted 
before His time. God wants to keep us in the same way.  

28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with 
wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him 
to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could 
throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went 
away. (Luke 4:28-30)                  

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life…19…Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you 
knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in 
the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because 
his hour had not yet come… “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple. (Jn. 8:12-20, 58-59)                                                                                                                                           



29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him…39 Again they sought 
to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands. (Jn.10:29-31, 39) 

(3) 15…Keep them from the evil one. The second request concerning being 
“kept” is to be kept from the evil one. We can think of this as being guarded 
from the satan and forces of darkness.  

      
                                                                                                                                           

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil… Matt. 6:13 

 (1) I wonder how much sin and temptation could be avoided if we  
actually prayed this prayer. Jesus is praying for you to be kept from the  
evil one! I guarantee that if you make this your prayer, you will find great  
victory in different areas of your life.  

(2) I call these preemptive prayers. David loved prayers like these. Other 
examples:   

                                                                                                                                  
12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret 
(unperceived) faults. (Ps. 19:12-13)                                                                                                                    

23 Search me, O God, and know (reveal) my heart; try me, and 
know my anxieties... (Ps. 139:23) 

17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  

 (1) Thank you that I am sanctified by Your truth and that You have given Your  
word to me. Give me more revelation on how you have sanctified me. Use me for  
the purposes that you have set me apart for and strengthen me for this work.  Teach 
us what it means to be sanctified.  

   (2) Sanctified: 

  (a) Consecrated to the things of God 

 (b) Removed from the things of the world and set apart for the purposes of 
 God.  

 (c) It also means to purify.  



(3) Many of us have been washed from our sins, which is one emphasis of  
 sanctification in our salvation, but we have neglected engaging the Lord 
on how  we are set apart for His plans and purposes. I guarantee, you will 
avoid a lot of pain and sin if you are about the plans and purposes of God. 
What are His plans? What is His work? Discipleship  

 (4) Sanctify them in Truth:  

  (a) In what is real, in what is fact, in what is certain. 

 (5) Your word is truth 
  

(a) Your logos - A word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception  
or idea.  

 (6) Logos - This word carried a lot of philosophical meaning in the ancient world.  
 As Ancient Greek philosophers searched for the truth, they began to realize that  
 all truth came from somewhere. The term they used to describe this ultimate  
 reality they were looking for was Logos (The Word). They understood it as that  
 which gave life or the meaning of the universe, but to them, it was impersonal.  

 (7) John does something unthinkable to them… Rather than an impersonal force, 
 the Logos of the Book of John, is a person. The meaning of the universe or that  
 which breathes life is Jesus. The Logos became a Human being and manifested  
 the glory of God.  

 (8) We are set apart for God; for the plans and purposes of God; by encountering 
 The Word; That which gives life. The meaning of it all and the reason for it all: 
 The Way, the Truth, The Life. 

 (9)The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Logos lives inside of us. He lives to sanctify  
 us, and sets us apart. He doesn’t want anything inside of us that opposes His  
 will. We are our beloveds and His desire is to have all of us.  

  

18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their 
sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 (1) It was for our sake the Son of God set Himself apart for the cross, So that we  
 might be sanctified in Truth!! 



 (2) He who is about to suffer the wrath of God and incredible torment, The Logos, 
 is praying for us.  

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory 
that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 
23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

 (1)Unity is Prayed for 4 times in John 17. This is dear to the Lord’s heart.  

 (2) This Unity not so that we can feel good about ourselves and stay free from  
 conflict. This is how I tend to think about unity. If we could all just get along, life  
 would be easier. 

 (3) Unity for the sake of glorifying Jesus. This Unity is about mission and   
 affection. Mission about what God has given us in making disciples for Him and  
 with others. Affection is about having an intimate relationship with Him, and real  
 love in our hearts for others as we serve alongside of them.  

 (4) Jesus is praying to the Father about the instruction He gave to His disciples in 
 John 15.  

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing…7 If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 
my disciples. (John 15:4-8) 

 (5) Abiding = Unity… Here, Jesus calls this abiding as unity. We cling to Jesus  
 the vine, His life fills by the Holy Spirit and He is in us. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
 of the Father, so He is in us.  

 (6) Fruit - so that the world may believe that you have sent me….and loved them  
 even as you loved me. 

 (7)The glory you have given me, I have given them - This life that flows from the  
 Father to Jesus, will now flow from Jesus to us as a branch receives life from the  
 vine.  

(8) Paul describes Unity 



17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him… 19 Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.1 Cor. 6:17, 19 

 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 
as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that 
the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, 
I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to 
see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of 
the world. 

 (1) Jesus is praying for His instruction in John 14:1-7

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also.[d] From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 (2) Jesus wants you to make it until the end.  

 (3) He wants You before His Glory then, and has given You His Glory now to  
 bring you to the day You stand before Him.  

6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it  
 to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Phil. 4:6 

 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will 
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 

 (1) Jesus is going to continue to make known who the Father is through the Holy  
 Spirit.  

 (2) Why? So that we can love Him with the same intensity that the Father loves  
 him.  


